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Thursday, November 19th 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 * Sea Urchins and Echinoderms of the Loxahatchee   

Thursday, December 17th 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 * Understanding Climate Change: How We Know What 
 We Know… and What We Don’t!  

Thursday, January 21st 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 * “Separating” Myth from Reality: Squid Dissection and 
 the Family Cephalopod  

Thursday, February 11th 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 * Florida’s Treasure: The Past,  Present, and Future of 
 the Everglades 

Thursday, March 16th 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 * The Science of Sharks: The Ocean Guardians  

 
$5 program fee. All adults are welcome.  
Space is limited and reservations are required by  
contacting the River Center at 561-743-7123 or  
education@loxahatcheeriver.org   

 
River Center  

Burt Reynolds Park  
805 U.S. Highway One  

GO ON A FIELD TRIP!  

Experience the fascinating science,  
ecology, and environmental study that 

you didn’t appreciate when you were 12 
years old.  

mailto:education@loxahatcheeriver.org


Thursday, November 19—Sea Urchins and Echinoderms of the Loxahatchee   

 

Participants will get an expert-led introduction into the scientific methods and observation-driven experiments on live 

animals used by scientists to study animals in the echinoderm family. Echinoderms are widely recognized for their 

spiny appearances and include such well-known animals as starfish, sea urchins, sand dollars, and sea cucumbers. 

Activities will include learning about how these fascinating sea creatures survive in their environment, how they 

compare to other aquatic species, and how they have developed unique adaptations for survival. 

  

Thursday, December 17—Understanding Climate Change: How We Know What We Know…and What We 

Don’t! 

  

While global climate has been relatively stable during the span of human civilization these last 10,000 years, regional 

variations in climate patterns have influenced human history in profound ways, playing an integral role in whether 

societies thrived or failed. We now know that in addition to climate change affecting humankind, the opposite is also 

true; human activities including the large-scale burning of fossil fuels and extensive deforestation have had a profound 

influence on Earth’s climate. To protect fragile ecosystems and to build sustainable communities that are resilient to 

climate change, a climate-literate citizenry is essential. We will identify the essential principles and fundamental 

concepts that individuals and communities should understand about Earth’s climate system. Such understanding 

improves our ability to make decisions about activities that increase vulnerability to the impacts of climate change and 

to take precautionary steps in our lives and livelihoods that would reduce those vulnerabilities. 

 

Thursday, January 21—“Separating” Myth from Reality: Squid Dissection and the Family Cephalopod 

 

Ancient Greek mariners told tales of a sea creature with giant tentacles called Scylla. Norseman warned of the Kraken, 

a fearsome ocean monster large enough to pull massive whaling ships deep beneath the waves. From Homer’s epic 

poetry of the 8th century BC, to Jules Verne’s depiction in Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea in 1870, to an 

appearance in the popular Pirate’s of the Caribbean movie franchise in 2006, the legends persist. So what exactly is 

this creature that has terrified seafarers and captivated our imaginations? Participants in this class will have a chance to 

find out by working together in teams, using proper dissection tools and techniques, to perform a scientific dissection 

of a squid. We will also be learning about the classification of squid, their anatomical characteristics, and their unique 

adaptations. Come and uncover the reality behind one of our ocean’s greatest mysteries. 

 

Thursday, February—Florida’s Treasure: The Past, Present, and Future of The Everglades 

 

The Everglades is a national treasure.  The ecosystem is home to hundreds of species of beautiful and fascinating 

wading birds, mammals, fishes, reptiles, amphibians and plants. It is home to 67 threatened and endangered species, 

provides fresh water to nearly eight million Floridians, and is an international destination. However, America’s 

Everglades are on life support. This program will introduce participants to key aspects of the Everglades’ ecosystem 

including its watershed, endangered species, water conservation, and other topics. 

 

Thursday, March 16—The Science of Sharks: The Ocean Guardians  

 

Participants learn about special shark adaptations and participate in activities to better understand how keen shark 

senses are. Promising to offer surprising results, we will also take a survey about these often misunderstood animals to 

see what we believe about sharks versus what scientists know to facts about them. This is also an opportunity to have a 

guided tour and exploration of “Sharks of the Loxahatchee,” the newest exhibit at the River Center. Guests will leave 

with a better understanding, and hopefully appreciation, for these top predators and their vital role in our ecosystems. 


